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This book by South African author van Heerden is amythical story of the human quest to know the past and
bond with the future. The imagination of the author as he explore the myth of Mario Salviati is spellbinding.A
book like "The Long Silence of Mario Salviati" suggests that there must be a number of very interesting
novelists writing in Afrikaans. Etienne van Heerden has woven touches of magic realism into the appealing
history of the town of Y earsonend, a dusty little nowhere town on the stony plains of the Karoo, making us
realize that magic realism ... The Long Silence of Mario Salviati Etienne van Heerden trans Catherine Knox
440pp, Sceptre, £16.99. If you can imagine an African novel that mixes Under Milk Wood with Prester John ,
you will ...A book like "The Long Silence of Mario Salviati" suggests that there must be a number of very
interesting novelists writing in Afrikaans. Etienne van Heerden has woven touches of magic realism into the
appealing history of the town of Y earsonend, a dusty little nowhere town on the stony plains of the Karoo,
making us realize that magic realism has not run out of steam, and that in the hands of some writersit still has
the power to amaze and amuse.



